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Council Meeting Minutes 

October 14, 2025 
 

Mayor Sheinfield Opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance and giving the Open Public Meeting 

Statement.  This is a Meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 14th day of October 2025. Notice of the 

time and place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen Record; a copy 

was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the 

Public Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record. 

 

ROLL CALL:  

Borough Clerk Kohan took roll call - Mayor Michael Sheinfield, Council President Osso, Councilmembers 

Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Ruocco, Trochimiuk (Borough Administrator Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk 

Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark Madaio) 

 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (time limited to 3 minutes, items on the agenda only, one topic per speaker -please 

state your name and town of residence for the record) 

Rick Savino ï Hillsdale 

He inquired about the evolution of the final plans for Memorial Park. He noted that during the previous 

winter, it was stated that the project would be reviewed by the Planning Board, as there were various elements 

such as soil movement, drainage, and tree impacts that would typically warrant their input. Mr. Savino asked 

whether the project would still be referred to the Planning Board for review. 

The Borough Attorney responded that the Planning Boardôs role is limited to determining consistency with the 

Municipal Master Plan. The Board does not grant site plan approval, soil movement approval, or variances. It 

was noted that the Planning Board has already reviewed the project for this purpose, and variances were 

subsequently obtained. He expressed that the public would likely be interested in continuing to see how the 

project evolves and progresses. 

Michelle Pini ï Hillsdale 

She inquired about the plans for buffers along Hopper Street and the implementation of resident-only permit 

parking on that street. She asked for clarification on whether these items had been approved and how the 

parking permit process would be managed. 

The Borough Administrator confirmed that the buffer and landscaping features, including a retaining wall, are 

included in the finalized plans. Regarding parking, it was noted that Hopper Street will be designated for 

resident permit parking only. Residents will receive notification and instructions on how to obtain their 

permits, and enforcement will be in place to ensure compliance. Parking will be restricted on both sides of the 

street. 
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DISCUSSION: 

         Memorial Field                     Borough Administrator Ghassali 

The Borough Administrator provided a brief update on the Memorial Field project as a follow-up to the 

engineerôs presentation at the previous meeting. It was reported that the total project cost has been reduced to 

below $5.8 million following a review by the Fields Committee. No major design changes were made, and the 

project remains on schedule. 

A groundbreaking ceremony is being planned, with initial work to include fencing off the area and site 

cleanup. The Borough Attorney confirmed that the project will be presented to the Planning Board to ensure 

consistency with the Municipal Master Plan. It was noted that this step is appropriate at this stage, as funding 

and plans are in place. The Planning Board presentation is expected to take place at its October 28 meeting. 

In response to questions from the Council, it was explained that the turf field will be made of recyclable 

polyethylene plastic. The manufacturer, TenCate, has a recycling program that allows the turf to be removed, 

processed, and remade into new turf material. This ensures that no waste will go to landfills when the field is 

eventually replaced. 

To achieve cost savings, several design adjustments were made. These include substituting a more cost-

effective retaining wall material, reducing the number of coachesô boxes from three to one at the 50-yard line, 

and re-evaluating vendor pricing to reduce markups. Lighting along the walking path was also removed from 

the plan, as the park will close at sunset; however, floodlights will be installed in the parking lot, around the 

fieldhouse, and along the west side of the field to provide adequate illumination. 

Conduits for potential future lighting along the walking path will still be installed, allowing for future 

upgrades if desired. The field turf has an expected lifespan of 10 to 12 years, after which modifications or 

additions to the site can be considered. 

It was further noted that the engineer is evaluating the installation of a concrete pad for a potential future 

coachôs box on the baseball field, which may be needed for tournament play. The concrete pad for the new 

playground is also being installed as part of the current phase, with the playground equipment to be provided 

through a donation from the Gross Family. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

Councilman ï Robert Colletti Jr. 

An update was provided on the EV charging station grant application. The Borough Administrator, Mike 

Ghassali, is currently working with PSE&Gôs preferred vendor to obtain the required installation quote and 

electrical load sheet needed to complete the application. Once those documents are received, the Borough will 

be in a position to submit the grant application. 

Regarding the Fire Department, it was reported that there were 38 calls in September, bringing the year-to-

date total to 278, compared to 180 during the same period last year. There are no new updates on the delivery 

of the ladder truck, which is now expected to arrive in June 2026, rather than the original estimate of March 

2026. The Borough will finance approximately $1.6 million, or slightly less, for the vehicle. 
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It was also noted that the dispatching issue previously reported, in which the Fire Department was erroneously 

dispatched by the County dispatch system, has been addressed. The department has now gone nine to ten 

consecutive weeks without any errors. 

Council President ï Clemente Osso 

Congratulations were extended to the officers who were promoted and formally sworn in, including Chief 

Woods, Captain Camporeale, Lieutenant Buesser, and Sergeant Rooney. Appreciation was expressed for 

their dedication and service, and it was noted that the looks forward to working with each of them in the 

future. 

 

Councilwoman ï Melissa Mazza-Chiong  

She reported that the Hillsdale Volunteer Ambulance Corps had an impressive month. On Tuesday, 

September 16th, there were 86 dispatches through the Bergen County PSOC, with the Corps responding to 82 

callsð41 handled by volunteers and 41 by PRDM staff. The Corps also took 23 calls on behalf of other 

agencies, including Rivervale and Washington Township. There were four missed calls, attributed to staff 

being engaged on other calls or volunteers being unavailable. Volunteers covered 99 scheduled shift slots for 

a total of 1,058 hours, while 12 PRDM staff members contributed 531.25 hours. These statistics reflect a 

strong month of service for the agency. 

Updates from the Board of Education included the George White bond program. District leadership recently 

met with financial and legal partners, including Phoenix Advisors, bond counsel, and the project architect, to 

finalize a timeline for selling the remaining voter-approved construction bonds. The goal is to complete the 

bond sale by the end of the calendar year. The financial advisor noted that the Federal Reserveôs October 28ï

29 meeting may result in a rate cut, creating favorable market conditions, and the district is targeting a late 

November sale to take advantage of lower interest rates. 

The Special Education Parent Advisory Group is hosting a meeting on Thursday from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. at 

Ann Blanche Smith School, where the Child Study Team will explain the IEP development process and 

answer parent questions. Fire prevention assemblies are ongoing, with the Hillsdale Volunteer Fire 

Department providing presentations at Meadowbrook and Smith Schools. Hillsdale Public Schools will 

reimburse the Fire Department $1,255.26 for fire prevention materials. 

George Whiteôs back-to-school night was recently held and was a success, with parents appreciating the 

welcoming spaces, the effort of staff, and the modular campus setup. The DPW was recognized for their 

outstanding summer support, including cleanup, landscaping, and assistance with event lighting, which 

contributed to a safe and successful back-to-school night. Additionally, the PTA-organized walk-a-thon at 

Meadowbrook and the fun run at Smith were both successful fundraisers that encouraged community 

engagement and supported student programs. 

Regarding the new Hillsdale Community Center, the committee met last Friday to discuss room naming, 

interior design, and overall design direction. While the official name will remain Hillsdale Community 

Center, creative names for individual rooms are being explored. The developer has offered the support of their 

interior designer, and the committee has provided guidance through mood boards and a design document 

detailing finishes, color palettes, and functional priorities. The next step is a direct meeting with the designer, 

with furniture orders needing to be placed by the end of the year. The project aims to create another high-

quality gym and community space for the Borough. 
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Councilwoman ï Janetta Trochimiuk  

Councilwoman Torchimiuk referred to upcoming meetings: the library meeting is scheduled for Monday, 

October 20th, and the next Planning Board meeting is October 28th, which will serve as the fourth and likely 

final hearing regarding the new storage facility. It was clarified that the Planning Board vote will not 

determine whether the facility moves forward; rather, the Boardôs role is to review any requested variances or 

minor modifications to ensure compliance with zoning requirements. 

Currently, the storage facility project does not require any variances. Mayor Sheinfield added that two 

previously proposed signs were addressed: the developer has voluntarily removed a lit sign on the west side of 

the property and lowered the remaining sign from 36 feet to 20 feet to address resident concerns. With these 

adjustments, no variances are required, and the project is expected to proceed without further Planning Board 

action. 

Additionally, the Economic Development Committee plans to hold a meeting during the final quarter of the 

year, after which a report on its progress will be provided. 

Councilman ï John Ruocco 

 Updates regarding senior programs and municipal finance were provided. 

The 50 Plus Club met at Cornerstone on October 9th, experiencing increased turnout due to new members 

from surrounding towns. The club, which is open to non-residents as well as Hillsdale seniors, is planning 

trips for next year, with approximately $2,700 remaining in its current budget for such activities. To hold 

events at locations such as St. John the Baptist or the new Patterson Street Community Center, the club is 

planning to secure its own insurance policy, as it does not fall under the Boroughôs coverage. 

The broader senior lunch program is scheduled to take place tomorrow at St. John the Baptist at 11:30 a.m. 

The Hillsdale Access for All Committee met on October 27th and announced a free Fall Arts and Crafts 

workshop, featuring pumpkin painting, scheduled for November 8th from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. at the library. 

The event is for persons aged 4 through 21 with disabilities, and art supplies will be provided at no cost. 

Limited space is available, and registration is through an online sign-up. For more details, interested parties 

may contact the committee at hillsdaleaccessforall@gmail.com 

The Finance Committee met earlier today to discuss budgetary actions the Borough might take to offset the 

effects of the projected 36% increase in health insurance premiums that the State will levy on municipalities 

that belong to their plan. The Borough picks up 2/3 of the cost for most employees depending on salary. The 

Committee instructed the BA and CFO to compile a list of steps and associated savings that the Borough 

might adopt so as to avoid a municipal tax increase far in excess of recent historical norms. 

Borough Administrator ï Mike Ghassali 

An update was provided on the 2026 budget process. All departments have received their worksheets, with 

instructions to maintain a flat operating budget due to anticipated challenges, including higher-than-usual 

insurance costs. Council members were encouraged to engage with their respective departments as liaisons to 

review and discuss budget proposals before formal budget deliberations begin. 

mailto:hillsdaleaccessforall@gmail.com
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Efforts are underway to identify new revenue sources to offset costs, including a potential shared-service 

arrangement for municipal mechanics with surrounding towns. A report on progress and projected revenue 

from this initiative is expected at the next meeting. 

Capital projects underway include ADA compliance work along the Beachwood Nation Trail and installation 

of retaining walls at the front of Borough Hall, with plantings scheduled to be completed by the end of the 

month. 

Regarding anticipated revenue from the new development on Patterson Street, it was noted that the building is 

not expected to be completed until April 2026. As such, no revenue from this project can be realized or 

budgeted for 2026; it will contribute to revenue beginning in 2027. Once fully operational, the developmentôs 

255 units are projected to generate approximately $1 million to $1.2 million in incremental annual revenue, 

some of which will support capital expenses. 

Overall, the 2026 budget will be constrained, necessitating a flat operating budget and selective spending 

reductions, while 2027 is expected to benefit from new revenue streams. 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 25250 through 25253 

 

25252 Resolution Granting Discretionary Property Tax Grace Period Extension During Federal 

Government Shutdown (TABLED) 

 

Motion Ruocco Second Osso 

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti 

Nays: none 

 

 

25250 Resolution Awarding the Contract for Two Packers and Two Operators for the 2025 Leaf Season 

 

WHEREAS, on October 7, 2025, the Borough of Hillsdale received two (2) sealed bids for the Two Packers & 

Two Operators Rental for the 2025 Leaf Season; and 

 

WHEREAS, Get-A-Can, 278-282 West Railway Avenue, Paterson, NJ 07503, was the lowest responsible 

bidder in the base bid amount of Four Thousand Dollars and No Cents ($4,000.00)/day  for the rental of two 

packers and two operators for the 2025 leaf season (October 27, 2025 through December 19, 2025 (or when the 

DPW deems the project to be complete); and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough Attorney has reviewed the bid package and found it to be in order and recommends 

that the contract be awarded to the lowest bidder; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE RESOLVED , by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of  Hillsdale as 

follows: 

 

1. This award is made to Get-A-Can, 278-282 West Railway Avenue, Paterson, NJ 07503 - the lowest 

responsible bidder, in the base bid amount of $4,000.00/day the rental of two packers and two operators 

for the 2025 leaf season (October 27, 2025 through December 19, 2025 (or when the DPW deems the 

project to be complete) and in accordance with the bid package and specifications prepared by the DPW 

Superintendent which were used in the bidding process and are considered part of this award.  

2. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute contracts and/or documents pursuant to the award 

of this contract. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25252_.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25250b.pdf
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25251 Payment of Bills 

 
 

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25251.pdf
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