Council Meeting Minutes
October 7, 2025

Mayor Sheinfield Opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance and giving the Open Public Meeting
Statement. This is a Meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 7 day of October 2025. Notice of the
time and place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen Record; a copy
was posted on the bulletin board outside of this meeting room and provided to any interested parties.

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the
Public Comment part of the meeting. You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record.

ROLL CALL:

Borough Clerk Kohan took roll call - Mayor Michael Sheinfield, Council President Osso (arrived at 7:03pm),
Councilmembers Colletti, Fox, Mazza-Chiong (absent), Ruocco, Trochimiuk (Borough Administrator Mike
Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark Madaio)

RECOGNITION/OATH OF OFFICE:
National First Responders Day — October 28, 2025 Mayor Michael Sheinfield

Mayor Sheinfield shared remarks expressing appreciation for the town’s first responders, noting their
dedication and selflessness in responding to recent fires and other emergencies. He emphasized that many of
those serving—particularly in the fire department and ambulance corps—are volunteers who continually give
their time and effort to help others. The council member also recognized the police department for their
ongoing commitment to saving lives and protecting property. A proclamation related to first responders was
also referenced and acknowledged as signed.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Council Meeting Minutes September 9, 2025 (Fox Absent)

Motion to Approve Ruocco Second Colletti

Ayes: Councilmember Colletti, Fox, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk
Nays: none

Absent: Mazza-Chiong

Council Meeting Minutes September 16, 2025

Motion to Approve Ruocco Second Trochimiuk

Ayes: Councilmember Fox, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti
Nays: none

Absent: Mazza-Chiong

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT (time limited to 3 minutes, items on the agenda only, one topic per speaker -please
state your name and town of residence for the record)

Mayor Sheinfield opened the Initial Public Comment portion of the meeting. Seeing no one wishing to
address the mayor and council, he closed this portion of the meeting.

DISCUSSION:
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Tree Plantings — Environmental Commission Councilman Colletti

Councilman Colletti provided an overview of the upcoming tree planting project scheduled for October and
November 2025. The project will engage contractors and landscapers to plant native New Jersey tree species,
with an estimated cost of $10,750, representing approximately 80% of the available funds. Tree selections
will be based on a list provided by the Environmental Commission, with initial plantings prioritized in the
Hillsdale Ave and Magnolia areas, including McBride Park at Sycamore and Glendale Avenues.

Contractors are required to submit a detailed work schedule within five business days of the award, and all
plantings must be completed by November 1, 2025, though some flexibility may be allowed based on weather
conditions. Trees must be native, unbranched up to four feet tall, and at least two and a half inches in caliber.
Each tree will be inspected for health and quality prior to planting.

Contractors will also be responsible for all utility mark outs, site safety, property protection, installation of
tree guards and deer protection, and post-planting care. A new provision introduced by the Environmental
Commission will require contractors to maintain and water the trees during a 12-month guarantee period and
replace any trees that do not survive within that timeframe.

Mayor Sheinfield raised the issue of e-bikes, noting that it has become a growing concern within the
community and among neighboring municipalities. He encouraged both the public and council to begin
considering potential measures to address safety and regulation, with plans to revisit the topic in upcoming
meetings. The goal is to ensure the safety of pedestrians, motorists, and riders alike.

The council discussed the lack of clear state mandates regarding e-bike licensing and registration, though it
was noted that some state guidelines classify certain e-bikes by speed and power. The Police Chief explained
that enforcement authority depends on the bike’s classification—some e-bikes are considered bicycles, while
others meet the definition of motorcycles and require registration and insurance. The Chief also shared that
most local complaints involve legal e-bikes being operated improperly, while a smaller number involve high-
powered, illegal models capable of reaching speeds around 40 mph.

Council members discussed potential enforcement options, such as impounding vehicles involved in
violations and establishing local ordinances. Concerns were also raised about juveniles operating high-speed
e-bikes without helmets and the limitations of police pursuit policies involving minors. The conversation
briefly touched on whether bicycles are permitted on sidewalks, with the Chief explaining that such rules vary
by municipality and that restricting bikes from sidewalks could unintentionally create safety issues for
children. The discussion concluded with clarification that electric scooters are treated similarly to bicycles
under current regulations.

PROFESSIONAL MONTHLY REPORTS:
Borough Engineer Report — September 2025 Borough Engineer Nick Chelius

The Borough Engineer provided an update on the Memorial Field project, noting that the initial contractor
pricing received earlier in the week was significantly above the town’s budget. Since then, the project team
has worked closely with the contractor to review each line item, identify cost discrepancies, and explore
adjustments to bring the overall cost closer to budget without compromising quality. A revised estimate
received earlier that day reflected substantial progress toward meeting budget goals.

He explained that while some substitutions for less expensive but comparable materials—such as benches,

tables, and trash receptacles—were being considered, the overall design and quality standards would remain
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intact. Additional savings were being sought through creative measures, such as using certified clean fill from
other nearby projects and reusing on-site topsoil to avoid costly import or disposal.

Council members discussed the balance between staying within budget and maintaining transparency about
potential changes to the project’s scope. The committee plans to review a full reconciliation of all project
modifications at a future Parks and Fields Committee meeting.

Councilman Ruocco held a specific discussion regarding the installation of underground electrical conduits.
Originally budgeted at over $100,000, these were intended for pathway lighting around the field, which could
also support future uses such as cameras or field lighting. He questioned the necessity of this expense,
particularly given that the park closes at dusk. The consensus leaned toward potentially deferring pathway
lighting as a cost-saving measure, while acknowledging that removing the conduit installation would make
future lighting projects more difficult and costly.

The discussion concluded with positive feedback on the successful condition of Centennial Field, where recent
tournaments highlighted the field’s excellent drainage and overall maintenance quality.

Hilldale Fire Department — August 2025 Fire Chief William Farrell

No representative from the Fire Dept was in attendance to present their report

Hillsdale Police Department — September 2025 Police Chief Travis Woods

The Police Chief provided the department’s monthly report covering August 2025 and expressed appreciation
for the recent First Responders Day recognition. The department participated in several community initiatives,
including the Hunger Drive at ShopRite and the Tunnels to Towers event in New York City. Preparations are
underway for the upcoming Breast Cancer Walk on October 19, which will begin and end at the Hillsdale
Shop and is being held in partnership with Woodcliff Lake and the Hillsdale Police Department.

Operational statistics for the month included 791 calls for service, 123 motor vehicle stops, and responses to
19 motor vehicle accidents. Officers conducted 15 selective enforcement details, 15 parking enforcement
details, and 56 medical calls. The department issued 62 written warnings, 20 citations, and made four adult
arrests. There were 149 property security checks, including at schools. The Detective Bureau investigated 37
cases, closing 24 and filing five charges. Additionally, the Firearms Investigation Unit processed 16
background investigations.

A discussion followed regarding overnight parking concerns. The Chief clarified that many vehicles seen
parked overnight are properly registered through the new online parking portal, which has improved
efficiency and increased participation slightly to about 30—40 active users at any time. The system allows
residents to register vehicles for up to three days at a time. Council members requested data on usage trends,
including repeat registrants, to monitor for potential abuse while maintaining flexibility in the system.

The Chief also encouraged residents to visit the department’s social media pages for information about e-bike
and e-scooter regulations, including state classifications, helmet requirements, and permitted use areas. He
noted that e-bike safety and enforcement challenges are being discussed statewide, with the New Jersey
Chiefs Association and other municipalities reporting similar concerns. The informational materials available
online are based on state law (Title 39) and guidance compiled by Rutgers University to help the public better
understand existing regulations.
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Hillsdale Department of Public Works — September 2025 DPW Superintendent Barry Peterson

The Public Works Superintendent provided an update on various ongoing projects and maintenance activities.
Requests for quotes have been requested for repairs to the lights at Centennial Field, with only one quote
received so far. A hazardous tree at 100 Riverdale Street is being removed through PSE&G, and arrangements
are underway with the Roell Family to replace the memorial tree for Michael Roelll at Veterans Park.
Approximately 45 feet of the Beechwood Park Nature Trail have been repaired by the DPW on the Liberty
Avenue side. Stormwater basin repairs have been completed on Edgewood Court, Valley Street, and Oak
Street.

Signage updates include the installation of new dog ordinance signs, with updated lighting signs pending
delivery. Progress continues on the DPW building renovation, including the construction of plankton bed
retaining walls. Fall holiday decorations will be installed this week, and preparations for leaf collection have
been completed. Residents are reminded that leaves may not be placed in the street until October 25th, in
compliance with New Jersey MS4 stormwater regulations, with potential fines for violators.

The Administrator added a note regarding Centennial Field lighting, the current quotes cover repairs to 45
existing fixtures, including bulbs, ballasts, and metal halide components, at an estimated cost of $63,000.
However, the plan moving forward is to pursue a grant to replace all field lighting with LED fixtures, which
would require replacing the entire structures. This approach is considered more cost-effective and sustainable
for the long term, with financial assistance anticipated from PSCG and other sources.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Council President — Clemente Osso

The Recreation Commission met last night to discuss ongoing and upcoming community activities. The
Mayor has assigned a committee to oversee the design and furnishings of the Community Center. Dan Conte
provided specifications and requirements, which will be incorporated into a document for the designer, with
the goal of leveraging the builder’s designer to reduce costs.

Recent events included the October Fest, which drew approximately 150-200 attendees, with the Mayor in
attendance. Upcoming events include the Halloween Parade scheduled for Saturday, October 25th at 9:00
a.m., traveling from Memorial Field to Beachwood Park, featuring a magician and candy for participants.
Additionally, basketball sign-ups are open on Thursday, October 9th via Community Pass, encouraging
families to register children for fall activities.

Councilman — Robert Colletti Jr.

An update was provided on the proposed installation of electric vehicle (EV) charging stations in the West
Lot, led by the Environmental Commission, including Fred Reubel, Owen Peacock, Zara Thanos, Mike, and
staff. Two grants are being pursued to fund the project. The first is a Department of Transportation grant
offering up to $100,000 per publicly accessible fast-charging port, with a submission deadline of October
25th. This grant does not cover groundwork or utility installation costs, which remain a significant expense.
The current plan considers installing four stations.

The second funding opportunity is through PSEG, which provides incentives to minimize local taxpayer
contributions. For customer-side “make-ready” costs, PSEG offers $7,500 for each Level 2 charger and
$25,000 for each Level 3 charger, with a maximum of four chargers per site. Utility-side make-ready support
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provides an additional $10,000 for L2 service and $50,000 for L3 service. The preference is currently for
Level 3 chargers, pending further analysis.

Site planning will require an electrician to perform a load analysis to identify optimal locations based on
proximity to power sources, which will then be submitted to PSEG to initiate their engineering review. The
grants are matching programs, with the anticipated local contribution capped at 10% of project costs, meaning
a $100,000 project could cost the town approximately $10,000. Council approval to proceed with grant filings
is expected next week.

Additionally, the Environmental Commission reminded residents of a downtown cleanup scheduled for
Saturday, November 1st, from 10 to 11 a.m. at Veterans Park, organized in collaboration with Pascack High
School’s Honor Society and supported by the DPW.

Borough Administrator — Mike Ghassali

During the meeting, the Administrator provided several updates. The purchase order process is transitioning
to a paperless system, which will streamline approvals and vendor payments, eliminating the need for council
signatures at every meeting. The bill list will include more detailed information, allowing any payment to be
reviewed as needed. Also, a new app-based inspection and permit system is in the works which will enable
residents to schedule inspections, submit construction permits, and report issues such as potholes and light
outages; the system is funded through construction fees and is initially focused on building and inspection
modules.

The borough recently upgraded its internet service from Verizon to Bergen County Fiber Optic, improving
speed and reliability while generating modest annual savings. Extensions to schools, DPW, and the fire
department remain a potential future opportunity. Construction on the community center is progressing, with
floors installed and walls closed. A committee is reviewing interior decoration and the building name, with
the current default being “Hillsdale Community Center.” Council discussion emphasized that using the default
name is acceptable until a more formal naming process can occur. The DPW building renovation continues on
schedule, converting the second floor into office and meeting space with allocated funding.

Regarding electric vehicle charging stations, the borough is pursuing grant opportunities to install up to four
stations while retaining full revenue, and is also exploring a partnership with Greenspot, which would provide
installation and maintenance at no cost but yield 5% revenue to the borough. Site evaluation by an electrician
is ongoing to determine feasibility. Memorial Field work is advancing within budget, with the DPW assisting
on tasks. A thermal drone survey will be conducted to assess deer populations and distribution in the town to
evaluate where the problem areas are. Grant applications are also being submitted for fire department
equipment and Centennial Field lighting.

Lastly, the council was informed that four officers—Chief Woods, Captain Campbell, Lieutenant Buesser,
and Sergeant Rooney—will be sworn in at the Beechwood Bandshell at 5:30 p.m. next week, with the regular
meeting continuing afterward.

The park and fields committee will review a detailed reconciliation comparing originally approved amenities
to the current Memorial Field project, confirming that while cost optimization measures have been
implemented, the primary design and functionality remain consistent with the original plan. This will be onj
for more discussion at the next meeting.
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The council discussed the timeline and decision-making process for the Memorial Field project, with a goal of
holding a “shovel in the ground” ceremony by the third week of October. It was emphasized that while cost-
saving measures are being implemented, the quality of services and final product should not be compromised.
The committee overseeing the project—comprising three council members—will review adjustments from the
original scope and make recommendations, but all decisions and deviations will be presented to the full
council for review. Specific examples, such as retaining fill on-site instead of removing it and reducing the
number of press boxes, were cited to illustrate potential changes. The committee will meet one final time to
fine-tune interior work before presenting a comprehensive report to the full council at the next meeting,
detailing all deviations from the original plan and their impacts.

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 25244 through 25249
25244 Resolution Amending Resolution No. 25190 that Awarded a Non-Fair & Open Contract with

Van Martin Productions, LLC for Entertainment Services for the Hillsdale Recreation
Department

WHEREAS, on June 17, 2025, the Borough Council adopted Resolution No. 25190 which awarded a Non-
Fair and Open Contract to Van Martin Productions, LLC for Entertainment Services for the Hillsdale
Recreation Department; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to amend Resolution No. 25190 to increase the contract price by $8,000.00 from
$12,000.00 to $20,000.00 to cover additional services; and

WHEREAS, Van Martin Productions LLC has provided additional services for the Recreation Department in
the Borough, necessitating additional projected billing for these services; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that
Resolution No. 25190 is hereby amended to increase the contract price by $8,000.00 from $12,000.00 to
$20,000.00 to cover projected additional costs; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that except as amended herein, Resolution No.25190 shall remain in full
force and effect; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk shall cause a notice of this action to be published
once in the Ridgewood News.

25245 Resolution Increasing the Price for the Northeast Roof Maintenance Company for the Roof
Replacement at the Hillsdale Public Library — Change Order #1

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale (Borough), by Resolution 25202 dated July 8, 2025, awarded a
contract to Northeast Roof Maintenance for the Roof Replacement at the Hillsdale Library at a total
contract amount not to exceed of $102,442.00; and

WHEREAS, the Hillsdale Library Director has proposed Change Order #1 for an increase in the amount
of $1,288.00 due to 7 additional sheets of roofing being required to complete the construction that was
included in the original project; and

WHEREAS, the Borough Administrator is recommending approval by the Governing Body of change
Order No. 1; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council do hereby authorize the
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execution by the Administrator of Change Order No. 1 pursuant to which the contract price will be
increase by $1,288.00 from $102,442.00 to $103,730.00 (the “Amended Contract Price”).

25246 Resolution Authorizing Educational Services Commission of New Jersey (ESCNJ)
Cooperative  Pricing System #65MCESCCPS; Bid #ESCNJ 24/25-39  (Pool
Equipment/Supplies and Repair & Maintenance) for the Purchase of a Water Chemistry
Controller/pumps and various valves/parts as needed for Stonybrook Swim Club

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is a member of the Education Services Commission of New
Jersey County Cooperative Pricing System and desires to use the Co-Op for the commodity of a new

Water Chemistry Controller and well as various pumps, valves and parts needed for Stonybrook Swim
Club; and

WHEREAS, the Education Services Commission of New Jersey County Cooperative Pricing System
#65MCESCCPS, awarded to various vendors under the Co-Op Bid #24/25-39 (Pool
Equipment/supplies and Repair & Maintenance) for the commodity of a new Water Chemistry
Controller and well as various pumps, valves and parts needed; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale will be purchasing the controller/pumps and various valves
and parts for Stonybrook Swim Club through:
Main Line Commercial Pools 441
Feheley Drive
King of Prussia, PA 19406
Contract Period is #24/25-39 (Pool Equipment/supplies and Repair & Maintenance) is May 1, 2025 —
April 30, 2026; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Hillsdale authorizes the purchase
for the commodity of a new Water Chemistry Controller and well as various pumps, valves and parts
needed for Stonybrook Swim Club under the Education Services Commission of New Jersey County
Cooperative Pricing System #65SMCESCCPS with the amount not to exceed Fifty-One Thousand Nine
Hundred Seventy-five Dollars and Fifty-Eight Cents ($51,975.58).

25247 Resolution Approving Submission of the Best Practices Checklist Inventory to the Director of
the Division of Local Government Services on Behalf of the Borough of Hillsdale

WHEREAS, Local Finance Notice 2024-13 requests that the municipality shall submit by October 24, 2025 to
the Director of the Division of Local Government Services a report describing the municipality’s compliance
with the “Best Practices Inventory” established by the Director of the Division of Local Government Services,
and

WHEREAS, the Department of Community Affairs established the Best Practices Inventory on August 27,
2012, and

WHEREAS, the report is required to be certified by the Certified Municipal Financial Officer, Borough
Administrator and the Municipal Clerk; and

WHEREAS, the members of the governing body have reviewed the Best Practices Inventory questions and the
answers being submitted; and
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the
Local Government Best Practices Checklist, as completed by the Certified Municipal Financial Officer, is
hereby approved for submission to the Director of Local Government Services.

25248 Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow Funds — 329 Ell Road

WHEREAS, the following applications have been made to the Borough of Hillsdale for approvals and has
since received such approval; and

WHEREAS, requests were made by the applicants to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in each of the listed 2025
General Trust Escrow Accounts below and funds may be refunded to each applicant; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds
on deposit in the 2025 General Trust Account in connection with the properties listed below in Hillsdale, NJ
07642; be released/refunded by the Borough.

BLOCKLOT DESCRIPTION REFUND AMOUNT PROJECT #
506 14 Refund Unused Escrow $50.00 CURBO000643
25249 Resolution Granting Tax Exempt Status Disabled Veteran

WHEREAS, Przemyslaw Boinski, and his wife Iwona Boinski who resides at and are the owners of 97
Wierimus Lane; (Block 602, Lot 25) in the Borough of Hillsdale has been deemed a 100% permanently
disabled veteran in accordance with the provisions of N.J.S.A. 54:4-3.30; and,

WHEREAS, Przemyslaw Boinski made the appropriate claim for tax exemption through the Hillsdale Tax
Assessor’s office as a 100% permanently disabled veteran and was approved effective October 1, 2025; and,

WHEREAS, Mr. Boinski submitted an official letter from the Department of Veterans Affairs with the
Hillsdale Tax Assessor confirming this information; and,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that the
property known as 97 Wierimus Lane is hereby designated as a tax-exempt property as the property owner
Przemyslaw Boinski is a 100% permanently disabled veteran effective October 1, 2025.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the tax collector cancel 4th quarter taxes in the amount of $4,261.84,
and cancel all future property taxes on said property.

Motion Trochimiuk Second Osso

Ayes: Council President Osso, Councilmember Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti, Fox
Nays: none

Absent: Mazza-Chiong

PUBLIC COMMENT: (time limited to 3 minutes any topic-please state your name and town of residence for the
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record)
Rick Savino — Hillsdale

discussed concerns regarding the long-term disposal of the synthetic turf being considered for the project. An
email sent today to the council from Fred Reubel of the Environmental Commission highlighted that the
company previously recycling turf products has declared bankruptcy, which could significantly increase
disposal costs in the future. While the current turf product does not contain rubber, it still contains plastics,
which may pose environmental and cost challenges over time. The council noted that while the company in
question may no longer be in business, other options might exist, and further evaluation is warranted before
finalizing bids. The Environmental Commission will follow up with the turf manufacturer, Tencate, regarding
the recyclability of the product and any alternative disposal options.

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES:
Mayor Sheinfield —

He expressed appreciation for the community members who contributed their time and effort to recent events.
Thanks were extended to the sports parents for organizing a successful mid-season soccer tournament at
Centennial Fields, to Patty for coordinating a well-attended car show, and to all involved in October Fest. He
closed and acknowledged and commended the dedication and volunteerism of residents, noting the positive
impact these efforts have on the community.

Councilman Ruocco wished everyone a good Columbus Day.
Mayor Sheinfield also congratulated Councilman Ruocco and his wife on their 50" Wedding Anniversary.
AD RNMENT:

Motion to adjourn Trochimiuk Second Ruocco
All in favor: Council President Osso, Councilmember Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti, Fox
Absent: Mazza-Chiong

Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk

APPROVED AS PRESENTED
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