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Council Meeting Minutes 

December 2, 2025 

 

Mayor Sheinfield Opened the meeting by leading the Pledge of Allegiance and giving the Open Public Meeting 

Statement.  This is a Regular Meeting of the Hillsdale Borough Council on this 2nd day of December 2025. 

Notice of the time and place of this meeting has been provided to The Ridgewood News and The Bergen 

Record; a copy was posted on the bulletin board outside of the regular meeting room and provided to any 

interested parties. 

Please silence all cell phones. Please wait to be recognized by the Mayor during the Public Hearing and the 

Public Comment part of the meeting.  You will need to state your name and town of residence for the record. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Borough Clerk Kohan took roll call - Mayor Michael Sheinfield, Council President Osso (absent until 6:20 

pm), Councilmembers Colletti, Fox (absent), Mazza-Chiong, Ruocco, Trochimiuk (Borough Administrator 

Mike Ghassali, Borough Clerk Denise Kohan, Borough Attorney Mark Madaio) 

 

 

ADJOURN TO CLOSED SESSION: 

25282  To provide for a meeting not open to the public in accordance with the provisions of the New 

Jersey Open Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 – Borough Professionals, Police Department, 

Affordable Housing 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale is subject to certain requirements of the Open 

Public Meetings Act N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 provides that an Executive Session not open to 

the public may be held for certain specified purposes when authorized by Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale to discuss in a session not 

open to the public certain matters relating to the item or items authorized by and designated below: 

 

__ (1) Matters required by law to be confidential. 

     (2) Matters where the release of information would impair the right to receive funds. 

__ (3) Matters involving individual privacy – 

     (4) Matters relating to collective bargaining – 

     (5) Matters relating to the purchase, lease or acquisition of real property or the investment of public 

      funds. 

_   (6) Matters relating to public safety and property – 

X  (7) Matters relating to litigation, negotiations and the attorney-client privilege – Police Department, 

        Borough Professionals, Affordable Housing 

___(8) Matters relating to the employment relationship – 

___(9) Matters relating to the potential imposition of a penalty. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the Borough of Hillsdale assembled in public 

session this date that an Executive Session closed to the public be and the same is hereby authorized for 

discussion of matters relating to the specified items designated above.  It is anticipated that the deliberations 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25282a.pdf
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conducted in closed session may be disclosed to the public upon the determination of the Borough Council that 

the public interest will no longer be served by such confidentiality. 

Motion Ruocco   Second Mazza 

Ayes: Councilmember Colletti, Mazza-Chiong, Ruocco, Trochimiuk 

Nays: None 

Absent: Fox, Osso 

 

RECONVENE REGULAR MEETING: 

 

Motion to reconvene Mazza-Chiong   Second Trochimiuk 

Ayes: Councilmember Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti 

Nays: none 

Absent: Fox 

 

INITIAL PUBLIC COMMENT  

Mayor Sheinfield opened the initial public comment portion of the meeting.  Seeing no one wishing to address 

the mayor and council, he closed this portion of the meeting. 

 

       

PROFESSIONAL MONTHLY REPORTS: 

Borough Engineer Report - November             Nick Chelius – Colliers Engineering 

The field project remains the primary focus, with initial clearing work completed by the DPW. The contractor 

is preparing to continue progress and is in discussions with Downs Tree Service regarding necessary tree cutting. 

Heavy equipment is expected onsite shortly, and the project continues to align with the original schedule. 

An update was also provided as per the BA’s request regarding the DOT grant, which totals approximately 

$198,000. The mayor and the administrator will coordinate the design and construction timeline associated with 

this funding. The 2026 DOT grant is designated for improvements to Ralph Avenue from Kinderkamack to 

Legion Place, as well as Legion Place from Hal. This grant is non-matching, requiring no financial contribution 

from the municipality. Questions from the governing body confirmed the non-matching status. 

Police Department – November                  Police Chief Travis Woods 

 

Chief Woods reported on department activity for November 2025, noting it was a relatively slow month. 

Community policing efforts included the Loving Touch Safety Talk. The department handled 678 calls for 

service, 95 motor vehicle stops, and 17 motor vehicle accidents. Officers conducted 17 selective enforcement 

details, responded to 10 parking enforcement complaints, and addressed 68 medical calls. They issued 47 

written warnings and 11 motor vehicle summonses and made three adult arrests. A total of 118 property security 

checks were completed, including school checks. The Detective Bureau investigated 30 cases and closed 19 of 

them. The Firearms Investigation Unit processed 13 permit applications, collected the related fees, and issued 

the corresponding concealment permits. 

 

Department of Public Works- November           DPW Superintendent Barry Peterson 

 

The Borough Administrator gave the report for the DPW Superintendent.   

 

The field houses, park restrooms, seasonal meters, and irrigation systems have all been winterized for the 

season. The Department of Public Works has begun site preparation at Memorial Field and has identified six 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/_December_2025_Engineering_Report.pdf
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dead trees at Sapienza Gardens for removal, along with several additional dead trees marked throughout town. 

Installation of holiday decorations is underway, leaf collection is ongoing, and preparations for the upcoming 

snow season have begun. Borough-wide planting has been completed. It was additionally noted that the DPW’s 

work at Memorial Field resulted in an estimated savings of approximately $60,000, though one leaf-collection 

crew had to be temporarily reassigned to support that effort 

 

Fire Department - October – this report was submitted to the BA – no discussion was held. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

Council President – Clemente Osso 

He will give a detailed report at the next meeting but wants to remind everyone that the holiday lighting is on 

December 8th at 6:30 pm in Veteran’s Park. 

 

Councilman – Robert Colletti Jr. 

The Environmental Commission reported that the Beechwood Park 1.0 grant work, including the boardwalk 

and ADA-accessible entrances, is expected to be completed within the next week following a review of the 

final inspection checklist. The commission is also working on the municipal energy use profile as part of a 

grant received in March 2025 through Sustainable Jersey and PSE&G. In collaboration with the Sustainability 

Institute at The College of New Jersey, they are identifying existing energy conditions, potential improvements, 

and future programs or incentives that may support increased efficiency. The goal is to develop a 

comprehensive portfolio of borough buildings and their energy-related opportunities. The annual Styrofoam 

recycling drive has been delayed due to the discontinuation of services by the current vendor, but the 

commission is seeking a replacement to schedule the collection. 

The Fire Department responded to 24 calls in November, with 312 calls recorded year-to-date through October 

compared to 225 during the same period last year. A significant incident occurred on November 15 at ShopRite, 

where the fire suppression system, combined with the actions of the department and mutual aid partners from 

River Vale, Westwood, and Woodcliff Lake, successfully contained the event to the baking area, allowing the 

store to reopen that afternoon. Hillsdale Ambulance also responded to the call. Regarding grants, the Firehouse 

Subs Public Safety Foundation grant application for equipment is still pending, with an anticipated award range 

generally between $15,000 and $25,000, though the maximum possible award is $40,000. 

Councilwoman – Melissa Mazza-Chiong  

Reported that the Board of Education is set to meet on December 15th . 

An update was provided on economic development initiatives, revisiting a concept first mentioned the previous 

month. With new residents moving into the community, there is an opportunity to better connect them with 

local businesses, particularly the downtown dining establishments. A proposal was discussed to develop a short 

promotional video highlighting local restaurants, featuring owners and signature dishes, with the intention of 

displaying it on the community center screens. This initiative could eventually evolve into a “Taste of Hillsdale” 

event and later expand to include other business sectors beyond restaurants. 

Councilmember Colletti expressed general support, with the understanding that the project should ultimately be 

inclusive of all local businesses. It was noted that, in the absence of a chamber of commerce, this approach 

aligns well with broader economic development goals. He emphasized the importance of equitable participation 

and outreach to ensure all businesses have an opportunity to be represented. The business administrator will 

assist in moving the initiative forward as part of the 2026 economic development efforts. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/Fire_Dept_Copy_of_OCTOBER_CR.pdf
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Councilman – John Ruocco  

The 50 Plus Club will hold its holiday luncheon at Alba’s Italian Restaurant at noon this Thursday, followed by 

its regular meeting on Thursday, December 11 at Cornerstone at 11:30 a.m. The Hillsdale Senior Group will 

host its final monthly luncheon of the year at St. John the Baptist Parish Center on December 17 at noon, with 

doors opening at 11:30. 

The Board of Health held its regular meeting on November 18. Although he was unable to attend due to the 

Atlantic City convention, materials from NWBRHC were reviewed afterward. The Northwest Bergen Regional 

Health Commission reported a complaint regarding a resident feeding wild animals on Oak Ridge; the matter 

has been resolved, and residents are reminded not to feed wildlife as it attracts rodents. A sewage backup 

occurred on Broadway at the strip mall opposite ShopRite, and grease trap inspections were completed. All 

establishments were satisfactory except Hunan New Jade, which received a notice of violation that has since 

been addressed. A refrigeration complaint at Demarest Farms was also resolved promptly. The next Board of 

Health meeting is scheduled for December 9th at Borough Hall at 7 p.m. 

Access for All will meet on Monday at 7 p.m. at the library and will hold its holiday dinner at Domani’s on 

December 15 at 6:15 p.m. The group is also sponsoring a family-friendly holiday card-writing event for service 

members on December 7 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the Hillsdale Library. 

A finance committee update was provided following the November 26 meeting. Department heads have 

submitted their proposed budgets and have generally kept requests flat or reduced in accordance with guidance 

from the business administrator, given projected financial pressures for 2026. These pressures are expected to 

create a structural imbalance requiring a potential 14 to 15 percent municipal tax increase without intervention. 

The primary driver is a significant rise in state health benefit premiums, estimated at roughly 37 to 42 percent, 

which heavily impacts the borough since it covers two-thirds of most employee premiums. Additional financial 

pressures include approximately $55,000 in required annual testing at Centennial Field due to elevated methane 

readings, increased costs for the new Memorial Field playground, and previously contracted waste removal 

expenses.  Some relief is anticipated beginning in 2027 when PILOT payments from the Patterson Street 

development and later from the self-storage redevelopment project begin. The committee discussed several 

options to limit the 2026 tax increase to approximately 4.5 to 5 percent, including temporary reductions to 

capital and field reserves, a one-time transfer of surplus from the Stony Brook Pool, expanded shared services, 

potential adjustments to health insurance coverage or carriers, increased debt issuance to offset unplanned 

playground costs, postponement of grant-funded projects requiring matches, and delaying work on the 

Beechwood Park bandshell. No decisions have been made, and the committee has requested an additional 

meeting with the BA and CFO before year end. It was emphasized that the potential tax increase applies only 

to the municipal portion of the tax bill, which represents roughly 20 percent of the total, with schools comprising 

about 70 percent and the county the remaining 10 percent. 

A clarification was provided regarding the 50 Plus Club and the Hillsdale Senior Group. The 50 Plus Club is a 

private organization with membership now split between Hillsdale and neighboring communities, while the 

Hillsdale Senior Group consists primarily of local seniors who gather monthly at St. John’s, with non-residents 

able to attend for a higher fee. Both groups are expected to utilize the new community center once it opens. 

Borough Administrator – Mike Ghassali 

An update was provided on Memorial Field, noting that the review of the coaches’ box design may result in a 

cost savings of approximately $80,000. This could allow for potential investment in a logo turf feature at 

midfield, which remains under consideration. 
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A sealed bid from Verizon for the construction of a cell tower on the Stony Brook property was opened at 10:00 

a.m. today. The bid is now under attorney review and may be presented for award at the next council meeting, 

though the governing body may choose to wait until January. Once awarded, the project will proceed to the 

Planning Board for approval. Residents will have opportunities to comment at council and Planning Board 

meetings, and notices will be sent to all residents within 200 feet of the proposed location, including as a 

courtesy to River Vale. Verizon, in coordination with the borough engineer, evaluated multiple locations based 

on height, power access, and flood-free conditions, ultimately selecting a site approximately six parking spaces 

from the right-hand side of the Stony Brook lot and 50 feet from the brook. Several alternative sites were 

reviewed, including Hillsdale House, the rear Stony Brook field, Beechwood, and Memorial Field. Existing 

towers include sites near the firehouse and the DPW, both generating revenue for the borough; a third tower on 

Garden State property does not. Verizon will fund construction of the new tower, with the borough receiving 

$48,000 annually per vendor and the potential to host up to three vendors, along with space for OEM and 

municipal antennas. 

Budget preparation continues, with a full draft expected to be ready for finance committee review following the 

next meeting in December. 

For the Patterson Street Community Center, furniture orders will be placed this week at a total cost of 

approximately $82,000. A state grant covering about $75,000 of this expense must be utilized before it expires 

at the end of the month. The borough will fund the remaining amount, and certain activity-specific and ADA-

related furnishings may be supported through the recreation trust, making the purchase cost-neutral to taxpayers. 

RECOGNITION/OATH OF OFFICE:  

Motion to approve new members: 

 

Motion Colletti   Second  Osso 

All in favor: Councilmember Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso, Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti 

Absent: Fox 

 

Hillsdale Volunteer Fire Dept                 Mayor Michael Sheinfield 

 New Cadets –  

   Jack Najarian 

   Mason Peterson 

New Members - 

   Jonathan Cariddi 

 

 

RESOLUTIONS:(Consent Agenda): 25283 through 25290 

25283 Resolution Authorizing the Return of Unused Escrow Funds 

 

WHEREAS, the following applications have been made to the Borough of Hillsdale for approvals and has 

since received such approval; and 

 

WHEREAS, requests were made by the applicants to have any unused escrow funds be returned; and 

 

WHEREAS, it was reported by the Finance Department that a balance does remain in each of the listed 2025 

General Trust Escrow Accounts below and funds may be refunded to each applicant; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale, that the funds 

on deposit in the 2025 General Trust Account in connection with the properties listed below in Hillsdale, NJ 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25283a.pdf
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07642; be released/refunded by the Borough. 

 

BLOCK LOT  DESCRIPTION  REFUND AMOUNT  PROJECT # 

504 7  Refund Unused Escrow  $40.25   COR0030002 

1903 11  Refund Unused Escrow  $23.75   MIK0010002 

1706 24  Refund Unused Escrow  $12.50   HAR0010002 
       

               

25284 Resolution for Municipalities to Confirm Endorsement of Community Development Projects 
 
 

WHEREAS, a Bergen County Community Development grant of $14,000 been proposed by New Concepts for 

Living for an HVAC Replacement; and 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the State Interlocal Services Act, Community Development funds may not 

be spent in a municipality without authorization by the Governing Body, and 
 

WHEREAS, the aforesaid project is in the best interest of the people of Hillsdale and the residents at 80 

Ruckman Road Hillsdale NJ 07642, and 

 

WHEREAS, this resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality    and is 

intended solely to expedite expenditure of the aforesaid CD funds. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Governing Body of Hillsdale hereby confirms 

endorsement of the aforesaid project, and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Director of the Bergen 

County Community Development Program so that implementation of the aforesaid project may be 

expedited. 

 

25285 Resolution Opposing S-4736, Which Preempts Certain Local Zoning and Enhances the Ability of 

Religious and Nonprofit Organizations to Covert Certain Property to Inclusionary Developments with 

Affordable Housing 
 

 

WHEREAS, municipalities are required to establish a Municipal Master Plan with a combination of 

mandatory and optional elements including Goals and Objectives, Land Use, Circulation, Housing, 

Community Facilities, Downtown Economic Development, Historic Preservation, and Sustainability; and 

 

WHEREAS, municipalities are also required to reexamine the Municipal Master Plan every 10 years to ensure 

that  

the master plan meets the community needs and is relevant as communities, evolve, grow, and change; and 

 

WHEREAS, municipalities complete this effort at great cost, time, effort, and community input to ensure their 

community has a roadmap for growth; and 

 

WHEREAS, a municipality is best suited to plan for and understand their community’s needs, the existing 

infrastructure to address the municipality’s public safety, health, traffic, and character and the ability to expand 

such infrastructure for measured and desired growth; and 

 

WHEREAS, there are many mechanisms for exceptions and variances to the local planning process; and 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25284.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25285_endorsing_s-4736.pdf
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WHEREAS, municipalities have been diligently working to comply with the changes outlined in the passage 

of A-4/S-50 in 2024 that made substantial changes to the 4th Round of Affordable Housing obligations; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale is actively participating in the 4th Round affordable housing process 

and has filed a 4th Round Housing Element and Fair Share Plan to address its affordable housing obligations; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, the Borough has participated in the Affordable Housing Dispute Resolution Program mediation 

process and satisfactorily resolved the issues raised by Fair Share Housing Center; and  

 

WHEREAS, recent legislative proposals that preempt the planning process by permitting the conversion of 

underutilized properties into mixed used developments, reducing the number of parking spaces required for 

new developments near transit, making Accessory Dwelling Units permissible, and most recently, legislation 

that enhances the ability of religious and nonprofit organizations to convert certain property to inclusionary 

developments with affordable housing erode the careful planning process outlined in the Municipal Land Use 

Law; and 

 

WHEREAS, this proposal, S-4736 is particularly problematic because the required percentage of affordable 

housing units is only 20% with the remaining 80% at market rate making it more challenging for municipalities 

to meet their 4th Round Affordable Housing obligations; and 

 

WHEREAS, this legislation bypasses local planning for increased density and height, regardless of a 

municipality’s ability to ensure safety; and 

 

WHEREAS, a worthy project could, and should participate in the local planning and zoning process to provide 

greater transparency and allow for reasonable evaluation by the community; and 

 

WHEREAS, S-4736 permits the unnecessary and potentially dangerous bypassing of the local planning 

process; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Hillsdale Mayor & Council urges the legislature to defeat 

S-4736 and similar legislation that denies local autonomy in land use planning and ignores a well- thought-out 

master plan; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution is forwarded to State Senator Holly Shepisi, 

Assemblymember Robert Auth, Assemblymember John Azzariti, Governor Phil Murphy, Governor-Elect 

Mikie Sherrill, and the New Jersey State League of Municipalities. 

 

 

25286 Resolution Authorizing the Award of a Non-Fair & Open Professional Services Agreement with Tyco 

Animal Control for Animal Control Services  
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Hillsdale has a need for Animal Control Services for the calendar year 2026; and 

 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 (1) (a) (i) provides that the award of a contract for professional services is an 

exception to the bidding requirements of the Local Public Contracts Law; and  

 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25286_tyco_2026.pdf
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WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council has recommended that Tyco Animal Control located at 1 Stout Lane Ho-

Ho-Kus, New Jersey 07423 continue to provide these services based upon previous satisfactory performance; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, this contract is being awarded as an open-ended contract in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-11.10 

for the period of January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2026; and  

 

WHEREAS, the maximum dollar value of this contract based upon a reasonable cost estimate of the goods or 

services required over the contract term, shall not exceed $15,000.00 with no obligation on the part of the 

Borough to spend the maximum amount; and 

 

NOW, THEREFOR, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale Tyco 

Animal Control located at 1 Stout Lane Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey 07423 is hereby awarded a Non-Fair and Open 

Professional Services Agreement for Animal Control Services for the period of January 1, 2026 through 

December 31, 2026 in the as required, no minimum purchase amount not to exceed $15,000.00 without further 

authorization by the governing body; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to execute the aforesaid 

Professional Services Agreement, a copy of the same being on file in the office of the Borough Clerk and hereby 

approved; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this contract is being awarded without public advertising for bids and 

bidding therefor in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5 (1) (a) (i) of the Local Publics Contracts Law and has 

met the requirements as a Non-Fair and Open Contract pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq.; and 
 

 

 

25287 Resolution Awarding a Non-Fair and Open Agreement to Whalen and Ives, Inc for HVAC Repair, 

Supplies and Services 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough has a need to purchase HVAC repair Supplies and services throughout the year for 

its HVAC systems; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Interim Superintendent of Public Works has recommended that Whalen & Ives, Inc, 180 

Kinderkamack Road, Park Ridge, NJ 07656 provide these goods and/or services to the Borough; and 
 

WHEREAS, this contract is being awarded as an open-ended contract in accordance with N.J.A.C. 5:30-11.10 

for a one (1) year period from January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2026, at an amount not to exceed 

$10,000.00; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Hillsdale that Whalen 

& Ives, Inc, 180 Kinderkamack Road, Park Ridge, NJ 07656 is hereby awarded a Non-Fair and Open 

Agreement to provide HVAC repair supplies and services in the as required amount not to exceed $10,000.00 

for a one (1) period from January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2026; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract has met the requirements as a Non-Fair and Open Contract 

pursuant to N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5 et seq.; and 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 

Hillsdale authorize the Borough of Hillsdale to enter into a contract with Whalen and Ives, Inc as described 

herein. 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25287_Agreement_Whales_and_Ives.pdf
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25288 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Overpayment – Various 
 

WHEREAS, 4th Quarter tax payments were received from multiple title companies and CoreLogic/Cotality 

due to the refinance or sale of homes in the Borough of Hillsdale; and 

 

WHEREAS, CoreLogic has requested the overpayments be returned directly to CoreLogic, and; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

authorize the Tax Collector to refund the following taxes:   

 

 

Block 602 Lot 25 

97 Wierimus Lane       $4,261.84 

97 Wierimus Lane Co. 

 

Block 902 Lot 10 

68 Saddlewood Dr       $4,554.88 

Cho, Samuel K & Ko, Eunhye 

 

Block 1506 Lots 6 & 8 

94 Clinton Ave        $3,482.16 

Filippone, Piero & Danielle 

 

Block 2307 Lot 8 

267 Cambridge Rd       $5,808.00 

George, Christopher etal       

  

TOTAL TO BE REFUNDED:     $ 18,106.88 

           

Refund to:  CoreLogic 

Attn: Escrow Refunds 

3001 Hackberry Road 

Irving, TX  75063-0156       

25289 Resolution Authorizing Affidavit of Discharge of Tax Lien 
 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector of the Borough of Hillsdale had previously issued tax sale certificates to Evolve 

Bank & Trust, which certificate is dated October 6, 2021 for Block 2201 Lot 36 and bears the Certificate 

Number 20-00006, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the Tax Collector redeemed the tax sale certificate on February 2, 2022 and Lauren Barbera, 

Power of Attorney and Executor of the Estate of Diane Marie Slattery (Barbera) has notified the Tax Collector 

that the Diane Marie Slattery (Barbera) has not filed the original tax sale certificate to cancel the lien with the 

County, and; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Governing Body of the Borough of Hillsdale 

that the Tax Collector is hereby authorized to issue an affidavit of discharge of lien to Lauren Barbera to replace 

the certificate lost as previously described all in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 99 of Public 

Laws of 1997.  

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25288_4Q_2025_Tax_Overpayments_Corelogic.pdf
https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25289.pdf
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a certified copy of this Resolution be attached to the affidavit in 

accordance with the requirements of Chapter 99 of Public Laws of 1997. 
 

 

25290 Resolution Authorizing Refund of Tax Overpayment – 234 Paul Court 
 

WHEREAS, 4th Quarter tax payments were received from Town Title Agency and CoreLogic due to the sale 

of the home at 195 Everdell Avenue, Block 1903, Lot 13; and 

 

WHEREAS, CoreLogic has requested the overpayment be refunded to the seller, Anthony Fiore; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Hillsdale 

authorize the Tax Collector to refund the following taxes:   

 

Block 1903, Lot 13 

234 Paul Court        $ 5,054.71 

 

TOTAL TO BE REFUNDED:     $ 5,054.71 

           

Refund to:  Anthony Fiore 

   9319 Silver Shores Lane 

   Boynton Beach, FL 33473 
 

Motion Ruocco  Second Osso 

Ayes: Council President Osso, Councilmember Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti, Mazza-Chiong 

Nays: None 

Absent: Fox 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: (time limited to 3 minutes any topic-please state your name and town of residence for the record) 

Mayor Sheinfield opened the second public comment period of the meeting. 

A resident of Drake Drive, Robin Nemeroff, addressed the council regarding a petition she circulated in 

opposition to the proposed location of a new cell tower at the Stony Brook Pool parking lot. She explained that 

she represents more than 100 Hillsdale residents who object specifically to the placement of the tower across 

from the elementary school, near senior housing, within a recreational area, and in the middle of a densely 

populated neighborhood that includes multiple condominium communities. She noted her background in 

academic research and referenced scientific studies and financial impact analyses linked within the petition, 

which outline potential health concerns and possible effects on property values. She provided printed copies of 

the petition, signatures, research summaries, and related documents to the clerk. She also proposed that the 

council consider an alternative location north of the high school, emphasizing that she and other residents 

recognize the need for improved cell service but believe a safer and less residentially concentrated site is 

available. 

 

COUNCIL COMMENTARIES: 

Mayor Sheinfield delivered prepared remarks regarding the proposed cell tower, noting that significant coverage 

gaps exist around the schools and nearby neighborhoods. After speaking with the police chief, school officials, 

emergency management, and residents, the consensus was that poor service creates safety risks for students, 

https://hillsdalenj.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BFE916F8D-CA48-4788-B4B7-6A2BF8501398%7D/uploads/25290.pdf
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staff, and first responders. The Office of Emergency Management confirmed these communication gaps and 

requested space for its antenna on any new tower. The council member stated that federal guidance from the 

FCC and findings from the American Cancer Society indicate that radio-frequency emissions from cell towers 

are non-ionizing and that ground-level exposure levels are far below established safety limits. While 

acknowledging that no one is enthusiastic about viewing a tower near their home, he emphasized that resident 

safety must take priority. 

He also reminded the public of the upcoming tree lighting on December 8. 

Councilman Ruocco addressed concerns regarding e-bikes, noting the need to update borough code to reduce 

the risk of serious accidents involving young riders, pedestrians, and licensed drivers who share the road with 

these vehicles. He acknowledged the complexity of Title 39 and emphasized that education alone is insufficient 

to ensure safety, particularly for minors whose risk assessment abilities are still developing. He expressed 

support for implementing stricter regulations on the age of riders and restrictions on where e-bikes can be 

operated, referencing actions taken by other municipalities and suggesting consultation with the borough 

attorney and the police chief before proceeding. 

Additionally, he reminded residents about family photos with Santa at American Legion Post 162 on December 

6, noting that the event is free with an optional donation. He also extended appreciation to the new members 

and cadets of the Hillsdale Volunteer Fire Department, recognizing their dedication and commitment to 

community safety. 

Councilmember Trochimiuk & Councilmember Mazza-Chiong both congratulated the new cadets and newest 

member of the Hillsdale Fire Dept. 

Council President Osso also congratulated the new cadets and newest member of the Hillsdale Fire Dept as well 

as the newly elected Councilmembers for 2026, Anthony DeRosa and Christopher Camp.  He looks forward to 

working with them both next year. 

He also wished one of our officers well, who was injured on duty a few weeks ago and hopes she is able to 

return back to work soon. 

Councilman Colletti thanked the new cadets and newest member of the Hillsdale Fire Dept for their community 

service. 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 

Motion to adjourn Ruocco  Second  Osso 

All in favor: Councilmember Ruocco, Trochimiuk, Colletti, Mazza-Chiong, Council President Osso 

Absent: Fox 

 

 

Denise Kohan, Municipal Clerk  

 

                  _____________________________ 

                                   APPROVED AS PRESENTED 


